ABSTRACT
Lutzomyia longipalpis (Lutz & Neiva) is the main vector of
Leishmania chagasi (Cunha & Chagas), the etiological agent of visceral leishmaniasis (VL) in the New World 1 . This severe chronic disease is widely distributed in Latin America, especially in Brazil, where it is endemic in large urban centers of the North, Northeast, Southeast and Midwest 2 . In southern Brazil, Lutzomyia longipalpis was first recorded in areas of occurrence of human and canine VL, in the City of São Borja, State of Rio Grande do Sul 3 . In this state, the canine disease had been diagnosed earlier, in Santa Maria City 4 . In the State of Paraná, human cases have been recorded in the rural area of Altônia municipality 5, 6 .
In Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, Lu. longipalpis has been reported in areas that coincide with the occurrence of VL [7] [8] [9] . In Argentina, where more studies on sandflies have been carried out, the geographical distribution of Lu. longipalpis includes several municipalities in the provinces of Corrientes, Entre Rios, Formosa and Misiones [10] [11] [12] . In Misiones, Lu. longipalpis was found in the urban area of Puerto Iguazú, on the border with the City of Foz do Iguaçu, Paraná (Figure 1) . In the first five locations (on the border with Argentina and Paraguay), 60 Falcão light traps were installed. In the Jardim Santa Rosa, about 10km from the other locations, a trap was installed to assess the degree of dispersal of Lu. longipalpis in relation to the border among the three countries, since this sandfly was previously recorded on the other side of the Iguazú River in the City of Puerto Iguazú, Argentina 11 .
The sandflies were caught on properties characterized by the presence of dogs, chickens, pigs and other domestic animals, vegetation, moisture and organic matter accumulation in the soil of the peridomestic environment, which meet the sandflies' requirements for food (blood meals) and breeding. Traps were placed in porches of homes, domestic animal shelters (kennel, chicken coop and pigsty) and gardens, on two consecutive nights, from 18:00 to 06:00hs. After sorting, the sandflies were prepared, mounted and identified in the Laboratório of the Núcleo de Entomologia of Maringá, Paraná, where part of the specimens of Lu. longipalpis are deposited in the entomological collection. Species were identified according to Galati, 2003 15 
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